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Latest news

PhilPecple is here
posted 2018-05-30 by David Bourget

We have just launched a beta testing
version of PhilPeople, a directory and
social network for philosophers
developed by the PhilPapers
Foundation with support from the
American Philosophical

Association. Visit the site to find out
more!

Moving toward PhilPeople
posted 2018-01-09 by David Bourget

In the coming months, we will launch
PhilPeople, a new service from the
PhilPapers Foundation developed with
the support of the APA. PhilPeople will
be a searchable database of
philosophers. It will have an associated
search engine that enables searches on
a number of dimensions (e.g. by areas
of specialization, location, and
demographic features). PhilPeople will
also provide a profile page... (read
mare)

A new site: PhilArchive
posted 2017-10-16 by David Bourget

We're pleased to announce the launch
of a new site: PhilArchive

Welcome to PhilPapers

Topics

PhilPapers is a comprehensive index and bibliography of philosophy maintained
by the community of philosophers. We monitor all sources of research content in
philosophy, including journals, books, open access archives, and personal pages

maintained by academics. We also host the largest open access archive in

philosophy. Our index currently contains 2,403,464 entries categorized in 5,408

categories. PhilPapers has over 210,000 registered users.
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Welcome to PhilArchive!

PhilAarchive is the largest open access e-print archive in philosophy. Formerly known
as the PhilPapers Archive, it is built on and integrated with the PhilPapers database.
Access to items on Philarchive is free without a user account. PhilArchive is a non-

profit project supported by the PhilPapers Foundation.

PhilArchive consists entirely of articles submitted by users. You can contribute by
submitting your worlk.

There are currently 65,953 works in the archive. These works fall under 5,723
topics.

] centre for PhilArchive is developed and operated by the Centre
dlgltal for Digital Philosophy at Western University.
philosophy
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ibtiography The Concept of the Aesthetic

Academic Tools First published Fri Sep 11, 2009; substanfive revision Twe Oct §7, 2007

Friands PDF Preview = Introduced into the philosophical lexicon during the Eighteenth Century, the term “aesthetic” has
. o come to be used o designate, among other things, a kind of object, a kind of judgment, a kind of
S Srveh (CHmEL s amtitude, a kind of experience, and a kind of value. For the most part. aesthetic theories have
Back to Top ~ divided owver questions particalar 1o one or another of these designations: whether artworks ane
necessarily aesthetic objects; how to square the allegedly perceptual basis of acsthetic judgments
with the fact that we give reasons in support of them; how best to capiure the elusive contrast
between an sesthetic attitude and a practical one; whether to define acsthetic experience
according o its phenomenological or representational content; how best 1o understand the
relation berween aesthetic value and aesthetic experience. But guestions of more general nature
have lately arisen, and these have tended to have a skeptical cast: whether any use of ‘acsthetic”
may be explicated without appeal to some other; whether agreement respecting any use is
sufficient to ground meaningful theoretical agreement or disagreement; whether the term
ultimately answers to any legitimate philosophical purpose that justifies its inclusion in the
lexicon. The skepticism expressed by such general guestions did not begin to take hold until the
later part of the 20th century, and this fact prompts the guestion whether (a) the concept of the
aesthetic is inherently problematic and it is only recently that we have managed to see that it is,
or (b) the concept is fine and it is only recently that we have become muddled enough to imagine
otherwise. Adjudicating berween these possibilities requires a vantage from which o take in both
early and late theorizing on assthetic matters.
= 1. The Concept of Taste
= 1.1 Immediacy
= 1.2 Disinterest
= 2_The Concept of the Aesthetic
= 2.1 Aesthetic Objects
= 22 Aesthetic Judgment
= 23 The Aesthetic Actitnde

= 2.4 Aesthetic Experience
T EEEmm—
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